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State’s Attorney – Court Services – Focus House Committee 

Tentative Minutes 

July 9, 2019 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairman Finfrock called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

Present: Corbitt, Fox, Oltmanns (arrived at 3:03) and Whalen. Others: Director of Court 

Services Cindy Bergstrom, Focus House Director Brenda Mason (arrived at 3:03), State’s 

Attorney Eric Morrow, IT Manager Larry Callant, Nordman, Asp, Kenney, Typer and 

Nate Youman. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – June 11, 2019: Motion by Fox to approve the minutes as 

presented, 2nd by Corbitt. Motion carried. 

 

3. Public Comment: Nate Youman, a student at Meridian CUSD 223, gave a brief 

presentation on the Youth Court program that he is working on with Meridian CUSD 

Superintendent Dr. Caposey, State’s Attorney Morrow, Judge Roe and County Board 

Member Youman. They hope to have it implemented in the first quarter of 2020. 

 

4. Monthly Invoices 

 State’s Attorney: Motion by Fox to approve the bills totaling $3,100.43, 2nd by 

Whalen. Motion carried.  

 Probation: Motion by Oltmanns to approve the bills totaling $4,200.00, 2nd by 

Whalen. Motion carried. 

 Focus House: Motion by Corbitt to approve the bills totaling $5,774.32, 2nd by 

Oltmanns. Motion carried.  

 

5. Department Reports 

 State’s Attorney 

 Budget Update: Morrow stated the budget looks good. 

 Project Kids Court: None 

 Drug Court National Conference: Conference is next week, their presentation will 

stress the relationships with everyone involved in the program. Corbitt 

complimented the program and the dedication from everyone.  

 Fee Structure: The new fee structure streamlined the fees across the State and 

went into effect July 1st.  

 New Member of the Drug Court: Polo Police Chief Jon Mandrell has joined the 

program. 

 Other: Brief discussion was held regarding the legalization of marijuana. 

Oltmanns asked how the collection of court fines were going; Morrow stated that 

most cases have a payment plan and it seems to be going very well.  

 

 Probation 

 Budget Update: Bergstrom stated it looks good. 

 Policies Update: This is an on-going process as they work through all the 

manuals. 

 Replacement Interviews: Interviews start tomorrow, they received 5 applicants. 
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 Union Negotiations: Bergstrom stated the negotiations would be starting soon; 

contract expires November 30th. 

 Kids in Detention: Currently have 1.  

 

 Focus House  

 Budget Update: Mason stated everything looks good; Miller House work is 

affecting her budget but it will be corrected at the end of the budget year. 

 Miller House Update: It will open July 29th. Referrals continue to come in. AC 

unit broke and Mason will go to Long Range regarding the project. She went to 

Personnel Committee this morning about a part-time custodian position.  

 Recruitment for Miller House: They held interviews, have hired 7 positions, and 

still need to hire the House Manager position. 

 Alternate Program: Three classrooms in the gym are being renovated to meet the 

needs for the programs so they no longer will be housed in the trailer. 

 Other: Mason is looking into charging a daily fee for the Alternative to Detention 

program for clients outside of Ogle County. 

 

6. Closed Session: None  

 

7. New Business: None   

 

8. Old Business: None  

 

9. Adjournment: With no further business, Chairman Finfrock adjourned. Time 3:45 p.m. 

 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany O’Brien 























      

Youth courts, also called peer juries and teen courts, represent an alternative approach to juvenile 
justice that holds first-time teen offenders accountable through a sentence imposed by their peers. 
Youth courts operate through collaboration between schools, juvenile justice agencies, non-profit 
agencies, and the community.  

Model youth courts emphasize balance and restorative justice, where the focus is placed on 
accountability rather than on traditional punitive measures.  There are four types of youth court models 
- peer jury, youth judge, adult judge, and a youth tribunal.  Intervention begins at the start of negative 
behavior and diverts the respondent out of the juvenile court system and into a more positive direction.    

Youth volunteers take an active role in the justice process, learn life skills, have the opportunity to 
earn service-learning credits, and become more involved in their communities.    

Youth Court Program in Illinois  

The Illinois Legislature recently passed a youth court funding mechanism (PA 93-0892; House Bill 
307).  This law permits counties to pass resolutions increasing penalties for vehicular and certain 
criminal offenses to generate fines that may be spent on the operation and administration of youth 
courts.  Illinois leads the nation with 134 operational youth court programs around the state and boasts 
one of the largest public school systems in the nation to take on peer jury initiatives: 27 Chicago 
public high schools currently participate in peer jury programs.  

A 2002 Urban Institute study found that youth courts are associated with lower recidivism rates.  

A 2005 American Youth Policy Forum found that youth court programs are much less expensive than 
the traditional court process.  

Illinois Youth Court Association  

Due to the growing interest and development of youth courts in the state of Illinois, the Office of the 
Attorney General established the Illinois Youth Court Association (IYCA) in February 2000.  The 
Illinois Youth Court Association is a membership organization comprised of youth court programs 
across the state.  

IYCA assists communities with: developing youth courts, enhancing existing programs, and 
information-sharing between programs.  

For further information and resources please view our website at: www.IllinoisAttorneyGeneral.com, 
click on Keeping Communities Safe, and select Illinois Youth Court Association

 

or call Theresa 
Geary at (312) 814-0991.  

 
Youth Court Fact Sheet 

http://www.IllinoisAttorneyGeneral.com

